HAVE A DOSE OF 
REALITY, WRAITH! 


Labor Day, 1977 
Denver, CO 


QUACK has been a bit of an anomaly to me from the very begin 
ring, The intention at first was to take the “funny animal” concepts 
we were all exposed to in our childhood and use them in entertaining 
and perhaps enlightening grown-up stories. This is an admirable goal 
and one to which | still aspire, but I've been less than pleased with the 
over-all progress in this direction. 

A major part of the difficulty lies in my own near-nil background 
in this gonee. Unlike our flagship STAR*REACH title, which gained 
a clear editorial path fairly quickly (at least in my own head), | hadn't 
really any idea how to get from the starting point to where | wanted 
to go. So | have been unable, even till the present, to establish clear 
editorial guidelines to the contributors. Thus I've been accepting in- 
credibly diverse approaches to stories in hopes that (much like STAR* 
REACH) an identity would begin to establish itself on its own 

Only | don’t think this identity has occurred. While every story 
printed here has had its strengths and uniqueness — and | don’t regret 
publishing any of them ~ each succeeding book, taken as a whole, 
still has not seemed to hold together as a unit. As a reader, one tends 
to get pulled in too many directions to fully enjoy an issue as much 
as one could if there were more unity of purpose. 

So why am 1 writing all this? First, to explain what's happening 
here and in our next issue coming up. And second, to ask for some 
advice. 

To work backwards, what seems to be the best approach now is 
to cut back on the number of contributors and concentrate on the 
‘two oF three that work together the most successfully. What I'd like 
to hear from you is if you think this is a good idea and if you do, which 
strips would you prefer to see more — and why. 

As for what's happening here and in QUACK No. 6, in order to 
also help find out what you want, I’m giving you different cover fea: 
tures than one might first expect in hopes of getting a sales gauge on 
the popularity of a couple of so-called “back-up” strips. This issue, as 
you can already see, the spotlight is on “The Wraith” (in more ways 
than one). Creator Mike Gilbert has developed his story-telling ability 
tremendously from his early work in this magazine and although “un- 
known" beyond QUACK, | think what he does is solid enough to 
justify the cover exposure, Next issue, Ted Richards’ “E, Z. Wolf” (or 
actually, @ spin-off, using his mad scientist “Quack” character from 
issue No. 3) will be our lead feature. Ted is easily the most knowledge- 
able of all the QUACK contributors regarding funny-animals and he 


is continuing to educate me a lot in this area. His “EZ. Wolf” strip 
has appeared widely in the Rip-Off Press newspaper syndicate and 
its own comics (from both Rip-Otf Press and Last Gasp). 'm hopeful 
hell be as well-received here as he has boon elsewhere 

Any distinet changes will be in issue number Seven. If you respond 
auickly to my request for your opinions, I'll beable toannounce any 
changes next issue. Till then 
: y V7 s , ye) 


THE WRAITH 
AND I WOULD LIKE TO 


THANK THE FOLLOWING («, 


ASSISTANCE AND 

ENCOURAGEMENT ON 
MY “REALITY WRAITH” 
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OF QUIET DESPERATION. 
ANIMAL. 


Tot 

The Wrath 

c/o Inspector M,.Mulchberry 
Cyanide City Police Dept. 
Precinct 13 


“Dear Wrath: 


f ED | a> | aD | TI 
EVs, TINY EPISTLE, LONE AND FRAGILE/ LET US FOLLOW YOUR WINDING 
| TRAIL THROUGH THE PATH OF LIFE. ENGULFED WITHIN A COLD, SOULLESS 
JENVELOPE, YOU JOURNEY, ALONE AND UNLOVED , FROM UNFEELING 
| MAILBOX TO AN UNCARING, INDIFFERENT POSTAL OFFICE, ULTIMATELY, 
Ve FINAL DESTINY IS FUYEILLED AS YOU REACH THE COLD CONFINES OF... 


Boy, NK! *% ») YUMMY LOOKING 

: ms INDEE! 

B te) Ly y 
COON! THIS A eat } 


v4 4) 


WHERE YOUNG 
IORY SNOW IS 
VISITING HER: 
UNCLE-TNSPECTOR| 
MULCHBERRY. 


THE WRAITH, 
IVoRy. 


pITE, OFF My HEAD? 
WHY DON'TCHA?! 2! 


I...1'M SORRY ~ EVER SINCE HE CAME BACK FROM. Abl, VK -YOU 
IVORY-~ DIDN'T THAT TRIP TO SILVER ISLAND, HE... WORRY YOO MUCH! 
MEAN TO SNAP AT NE‘S NOF THE SAME ~ 3UST SiTS THE WRA\TH!S 
AROUND AND MOPES. THREE MONTHS This TOUGH. HE CAN 
WAS BEEN GOING ON. IT'S NOT LIKE HIM HACK THINGS Ov. 
AT ALL.HE'S TAKING THAT GIRL'S DEATH 

VERY HARD. oo 


T ENY’ 
C you, ivory. rr. HUH? YOU 
NO CARES- NO . 4gorra SHARP 


——S 


@ GIG THE ONLY 
& THING GETTING 
Bus ON Y'R CASE, 
MULCHY? peed 


head 


a oT a, 
fy AH, YOUTH, 
Pw FLEETING YOUTH! SP 


EXCEPT FOR, N 
THE CREATURES, 


DON'T LOOK | | No SOONER DO| [CRAZY LOOKIN’ 
I GET THAT THINGS! NO TWO 
“DUCK DEATH"| | ALIKE. EVERYBODY'S 
CASE OFF MY SEEIN’ ‘EM. T'D 
BACK, THAN I | |CHALK IT UP To 
START GETTING CRACKPOTS — BUT 
CRAZY REPORTS |_J MAYOR CYANIDE 
TH’ WORLD! | JOF STRANGE SAYS SHE'S SEEN ‘EM 
BAHT | [CREATURES Porn] | Too. CAN'T SWEEP 
= UP ALL AROUND THIS ONE UNDER THE 
CYANIDE CITY. RUG. BAHT THINK 
BAH’ gr SHES NUTS 


OM. WHAT DO 


I'M GONNA STOP By AND SAY 
SHI” TO THE WRAITH. AIN'T. 
SEEN HIM IN AGES.ANY MESSAGES? 


ANYBODY HUR 


NAW. THEY'RE 
HARMLESS. BUT 
A LOTTA PEOPLE 
ARE GETTING 
SPOOKED. 
NOBODY KNOWS 
ANYTHING ‘BOOT 
‘EM. SO 
NATURALW. IT 
GETS DUMPED 
ON MY LAP! 
ig 


BUT THAT'S 
No EXCUSE 
F'R ME 

YELLING AT 
YOU-FORGIVE 


LONG TIME 
NO SEE! GOT 


MULCHY TOLD ME THAT 
YOU AND THAT MARIA 
GIRL WERE PRETTY 


GO HOME, 
Seti VORY 
4 


” 


EALLY 
SORRY SHE'S ... U/7,.. DEAD. BUT 


YOU'RE STILL ALIVE. Y‘CAN'T 
KEEP MOPING ARO LIKE THIS. 


POLLYANNA 
CRAP SOME- 
WHERE ELSE. 
T'M NOT BUYING, 


JESUS! WAATTA PRIMA-DONNA! 
STOP PLAYING ZOMBIE MAN. LOOKIT 
THIS PLACE! LEFT-OVER T-V. DINNES 
BOTTLES ALL OVER THE PLACE 
EVEN YOUR PLANTS ARE 
DYINTY'R LETTING Y 
THE WHOLE PLACE 
FALL APART! 


j EUGK YOU! sincs 

|| NEVER, SMART-ASS! 

|] AS FAR AS I'M CONCERNED 
THOSE CHEAP DETECTIVE 
PULPS OF YOURS ARE 

|] PRETTY ASININE. BUT 
THEY DO PAY YOOR RENT, 

| NO GOoks - Wo BUCKS? 
AND EVEN MANIC-DEPRESSUEE 

|| DETECTIVE'S GOTTA EAT.  § 


SO Y'GOT A FEW 
PROBLEMS. BIG 
FUCKIN’ DEAL! 


NEVER TOLD 
you ABOUT 
MY SCHOOL 

DAYS — DID 


AND Vou HAVEN'T. 
WRITTEN ANYTHININ 
MONTHS~- WAVE YOU? 
No BOOKS, NO STORIES- 
NoT EVEN A CRUMMY 
MAGAZINE ARTICLE! 


BESIDES, You've GOT 


= 

SINCE WHEN 
ARE YOU so 
LITERARY MINDED? Appt 


A RESPONSIBILITY TO 
YOUR FANS. A LOT OF 
PEOPLE LIKE THAT 
GUNK You WRITE! 


Look AT THIS! You 
HAVEN'T EVEN CHECKED 
OUT THE GALLEY~ 
PROOFS ON YOUR 
GOTHIC ROMANCE Books. 
YOUR ED/TOR MUST 
BE HAVING A REAL 


SUNT -F 7. 


EVER HEAR OF ALCATRAZ TA.HIGH? 
ALL TH’ HARDASSES WENT To OLD 


ALCATRAZ ~ TH’ ARMPIT OF THY 
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM. TEACHERS 
WERE ALWAYS GETTIN’ SLICED 
UP 1N THAT PLACE. IT STARTED 
GOIN’ THERE WHEN T WAS TEN — 
SK)PPED A COUPLE OF GRADES, YAWOW? 


ME BEIN’ YOUNGER THAN THE 
OTHER KIDS— THAT ADDED 

To TH’ FACT THAT 1 WAS SusT 
ABOUT TH’ ONLY WHITE GIRL IN 
TH’ PLACE— MADE MY SCHGOL 
LIFE PRETTY ROUGH. T WAS 
ALWAYS GETTIN! HASSLED. FOUGHT 
MY WAY T/CLASS EVERY DAVY. 


I O10N‘T TAKE ANY CRAP, 
THOUGH / — AND AFTER TRADING 
A FEW BLOODY NOSES AN’ 
KNOCKING OUT A FEW TEETH. I 
T MADE SOME FRIENDS Y’AWOL/? 


My_HOMELIFE WAS 
SHITSVILLE ToO— 
BUT T WON'T GET 
INTO THAT NOW- 


BAD NEWS, Y AW0n/? 
NOTHIN’ SEEMED TO 
MATTER MUCH. ME 
AND TH’ GUYS'D 
GO TO TH’ HILLS 
BEHIND TH’ SCHOOL, 
MAKE OUT AND. 
BLOW SOME WEED. 
SOON T WAS DOIN’ 
“LUDES, ACID, P.c.P. 
ANYTHING T COULD 
SNORT, STICK OR 
SWOLLOW. 


SEVEN 


IT WAS LIKE - REAL 
NEAT FOR A WHILE. 
TWO YEARS OF 
COMIN TO CLASS 
STONED ALL TH’ 
TIME. BUT LIKE, 
I_STARTED LOOKIN’ 
AT TH’ OTHER DUDES 
ONE DAY- AND, 
LIKE WOW! THEY 


TH WHOLE SCENE 
WAS REAL- Y AWOh/- 
FUCKED UP, T 
MEAN HERE T WAS- 
TWELVE YEARS OLD 
F'R CHRISSAKES — 
AN’ ALREADY BURNT 
OvuT. SURE T HAD 
THINGS TOUGH - BUT 
JESUS! T LET 
THOSE THINGS BEAT 
ME DOWN. THA EL4 
WITH THATS TOO 
MUCH T!DO AND SEE 
IN THIS WORLD To 
GIVE UP WITHOUT A 
FIGHT. SO [WENT 
COLD TURKEY, IT 
WAS HELL CLEANIN‘ 
UP MY ACT- BUT 
T DID 1T MAN— 
‘cuz I HAD TO! 


AND NoW You GET 
HIGH ON LIFE-AvGa7?- 
ho 


ALRIGHT -SO I'M 
LECTURING . SVE 
ME/BUT LOOK, WARITH- 
YoU...DO So MUCH 
GOOD. A LOT OF 
PEOPLE LOOK UP To 
YOU, MAN. THEY 
NEED SOMEONE LIKE 
YOU. Y'CANT JUST 
LET THEM DOWN, 


YOU'RE As---A 
SYMBOL? SURE 
LT'S EASY T'GIVE 
UP. BUT FZ DIDN'T, 
AND YOU'RE Too 
TOUGH To-:- 


YEAH!YEAH! 
You GOTA 
LETTER FOR ME? 


AREN'T YOU 
LISTENING Ti 
ANYTHING T ... YES 


1D0 GODDAMMIT! 


WHAT'S \T SRY. 
READER'S DIGEST VERS 


IT'S PROBABLY NOT— 
MEYSVISSEN TO 
THIS! IT'S FROM 
SOME PROFESSOR— 
SAYS HE HAS INFO 
ON THE CREATURES - 
YOU KVOW — THE 
ONES THAT'VE BEEN 
DRWWING MULCHY BATTY! 
IT's EVEN GOT HIS 
ADDRESS. WOW! 
WOTTA BREAK, HUH? 


You MEAN YOU'RE DOW'7 BE STUPID! 
NOT 


SY 
THEN FLL 04 = 
GO ALONE! ASS 


Al ant 


TH’ GUY SOUNDS a 


OH YEAH HP 
WELL LISSEN, pam 
MAN «<< gue 


I'D RATHER BI R 
KILLED OUTRIGHT “Sa ae 
THAN SETTLE FOR 

THE KIND OF Livi 


z J SHOOTIN’ FORT! G000-ByE! 


EY, Y'DUMB IDIOM 
WRAITH! 


WHAT'RE 


j YOU DOIN’ 
SK ; HERE? 
: 7 WAS a 
SUST COMIN’ Fp 
* E T VISIT’ ANG 
: Bae \ 


i 


"NO TIME FOR THAT NOW MULCH- 
RRY WE'VE GOTTA GET IVORY! 


Sa] NOW Y!R_SOUNDIN’ LIKE. 
¥] Y’R OLD SELF, M' BOY! 
IT'S GOOD To SEE 


To FOLLOW A LEAD ABOUT THOSE 
SO-CALLED CREATURES. I 
DouBT IF SHE'S INANY 

REAL DANGER. 


THAT DUMB KID/ 
Cn THINK THERE'S 
ANYTHING TO THOSE 
REPORTS ABOUT... C# 
CREATURES, WRAITH? 


ef WHAT 1 THINK? I THINKH 
EVERYONE'S NUTS — Wf 


WHO 1S TO SAY? 
THE LINE BETWEEN 
GENIUS AND Oe 


1S THIN INDEED. 


342 BLAINE LAN 


THIS 13 TH’ PLACES 


LOok, MULCHBERRY— I’M GONNA SNEAK - 
INSIDE AND SEARCH FOR WORY. IF You J 
DON'T HEAR FROM MEIN FIFTEEN MINUTES [ 
NOTIFY YOUR COP BUDDIES... 


YT STILL HAVE 
A FEELIN’ THAT 
SOMETHIN’ FUNNY'S 
GOIN’ ON. 


BETTER DOA 
LITTLE SPADE 
WORK, FIRST. 


O77, YEAH. 
ARE YOU.?, 


i HOW RUDE OF MES: 
| PROFESSOR 122Y | 
| KABBIBLE — aT | 
1 YOUR SERVICEs! 


On 1¥." you must 
| BE THE WRATH, 
DEAR FELLOW. 


THE WRAITH, 


KRBBIBLE: “WRAITH, 
GOT 172 


ENOUGH With & 
TH’ CHIT- CHAT, © 
DOC. PUT THAT 
FANCY FLASH- 
LIGHT DOWN, 
AND Come UP 
WITH A FEW 
ANSWERS, 


YOU SENT ME A LETTER — 
SOMETHING ABOUT STRANGE 
CREATURES, MY Associate, 
VORY SNOW, 
CAME HERE TO 
INVESTIGATE. 


THAT DEAR 
LITTLE DARK 
EYED GIRL? 


YOU GOT IT, 
GRAMPS ! Now 
WHERE IS ++ 


Hat coutpn'T_ ISN'T HEA) 08 ees ) 
Be... ZLXORY PLP! my NEW HER ae Ks “ 
YOU«"'YOU (INVENTION for bos S <4 Ot DEAR! 
‘4 GRAND? HURT HER; f if? YOU'RE CONFUSED. 
FI END? OH, DEAR ME muy OF COURSE.YESy 
Z"5 opel NO! 4 = 


“8 


1 no No Ng 


: 4 ‘ 
: “BUT POO 

WELL... THIS LITTLE : SOON WiLL BE! 

INVENTION ° ——, 


U1--. PLEASE DON’T WORRY, WRATH. 
77 ---\MRAITH. MY INVENTION 
WON'T HARM You. I 
COULDN'T HARM ANYONE, 
You SEE. IT WILL 
MERELY PLACE 
YOU INA=:-A 
MORE ADVANCED 
LEVEL OF 
REALITY/! 


PERMIT ME TO EXPLAIN, SIR. YES, 
REALITY— AS 4 ANOW /7 — IS 
AN ARTIFICIAL CONSTRUCT. 
SCIENTISTS AND PHILOSOPHERS 
HAVE FORMULATED CERTAIN 
LAWS THAT ATTEMPT TO 
DEFINE * REALITY”. 


ALL MISCONCEPTIONS, OF COURSE! 
. or course. AND I- I HAVE 
INVESTED FIFTY YEARS OF 
MY LIFE TO REALIGNING 

THOSE MISCONCEPTIONS, 
OW MY, YES /A_ MOST 
FASCINATING PROBLEM! 


Size, sHAve , TANGIBILITY — ALL-ALL 
THOSE STRAIGHT-SACKETS OF 
PERCEPTION — HAVE BEEN 
RENDERED MEANINGLESS 
BY MY_ REALITY RAY. 
YoU DO UNDERSTAND 
NOW -— DON’T You, 
WRATH? 4777/7? 


THIATEEN 


AND THIS 1S SUST Bees I'VE EXPERIMENTED ON MANY OTHERS ~ SALESMEW, POLICE ff 
THE FIRST STAGE. ™YT OFFICERS, BILL COLLECTORS~ EVEN THAT LOVELY GIRL... 
—— ? IVORY —/SW'7 /7 2 NO DOUBT YOU'VE SEEN THE RESULTS 
AROUND TOWN. p 


BUT T'VE SAVED YOU, WRATH, 
FOR MY HITHERTO MOST ADVANCED | 


| EXPERIMENT. 
TL KNEW YOu~ WiTH 
 Youa SPIRIT OF 
|] AovewrvRe- CouLd 

|] BEST APPRECIATE 

a THIS VENTURE- 


YES! A WHOLE WORLD OF 
ADVANCED REALITY- ALMOST AND YES! — WORLDS OF 


0 
I THEORIZE THAT THERE ISA 


eee ft > 
SeDIMENSIONAL WITHIN OUR GRASP Lt. REALITY BEYON! aa 
REALITY THAT EXISTS... A WORLD BEYOND OUR REALITY. AND UNLIMITED 


SOMEWHERE: A WHOLE MEAGER PERCEPTIONS. LEVELS BEYOND THAT, Too! 
WORLD OF REALITY \ 

‘THAT WE COULD BARELY 

CONCEIVE. 


- — 
fano THIS DEVICE WILL i 1 WE'LL NOW Got ° ‘ 
E TAKE US THERE « H FURTHER THAN: ¢ QUTER LIMITS}, 


seous? =| | INE EVERBEFORE] | O 
| ATTEMPTED. 
| PAST THE TWO 

| DIMENSIONAL 
{LIMSTATIONS OF 

OUR EXISTENCE. 


On, IT'S A GRAND GLORIOUS) 
DAY FOR SCIENCE. FIFTY 

S YEARS OF TIRELESS RESEARCH § 
CULMINATING TODAY’! p 


Founreent 


SHAME! SHAME 
NOT EVEN KNOCKING 
COME BACK LATE! 
PLEASE. WE 
HAVEN'T YET 
FINISHED OUR 
EXPERIMENT. 


SUST A FEW ei 
MORE SECONDS, <Y 
RIGHT, WAAT/ FI 


WHAT’VE YOu DONI 
THE WRAITH ?!? 


T'M OK. WRAITH -THE 

REVERSE RAYS CHANGED US. 

ALL BACK To THE UAY WE 
RE. at 


THE PROFESsog! 


— nee me GASB 


age 7 : ne 
“~(QREGON BOBCAT 
“AT LAST, LONG LOVE oe ee 


“AHH, SPRING! THE SEASON OF REBIRTH! SYMBOLIC FREEDOM! WHEN YOUNG 
THINGS PUSH THROUGH THE EARTH TO GREET THE WARM SUNSHINE ! Sigh! 


“SEM OF Loge 
Sag 3 


Of SHE WON'T 

A EAT! WON'T PLAY Sy 
AND NOT SICK?! "Say 

4 = 


Rig 


IS 
J “POOR FOOLS! THEY DON'T 
d KNOW THAT, FOR A BOBCAT-- 


“WHAT PO HUMANS KNOW OF LOVE? “HOW I, GINGER, A LADY IN THE PRIME OF 
HOW_IT SIEZES YOUR BEING, GRIPS LIFE, LONG TO SKIP THROUGH THE GARDENS 
YOUR EVERY BOBCAT- THOUGHT 7! OF LIFE, WITH THAT SPECIAL ‘ONE’! 


I LOVE YOU! 
I LOVE YOU, TOO! 
TRUE & 


{> 


; ie) ‘LITTLE DID I KNOW WHILE I SUFFERED, 
MY KEEPERS WERE PLANNING. 


NO, NO! CAT 
ASSOCIATION! 


LZ 7 Th Pssst... 
ViaN 7A Vasa | STUD 
ISAC 4, SERVICE? 
Ez j 


i LOUSY DRY FOOD AGAIN! 


Be illis, 


Lge CY 


OWN 


“THERE HE STOOD, IN ALL HIS REGAL MAJESTY... 
(ALMOST.) ” 


‘NEEDLESS TO SAY, I BECAME eT 


SHY, COQUETTISH, AND MODES 


“SOMEHOW, MY PROPER, PRIM UPBRINGING 
DIDN'T APPEAL TO WOLFGANG. 

BK Aw... I DIDN'T DO 

NOTHIN"... MUCH! 


“BUT WOLFGANG SOON GOT TO KNOW ME, WE “TOGETHERNESS WAS. 
SO LOVELY ! 


ATTENDED MANY COURTSHIP ACTIVITIES TOGETHER. 


SURE, SURE! 
HELPS! 


“WE EVEN SHARED MY OWNERS’ SEASONAL 
MAKING OF GRAPE SPIRITS’ EVENTS £ 


GINGER LOVES IT RAPES! ) 

THINKS THEY'RE FI se 

N \ . B- 
a 


WHEN WE WASH GI 
ISH! 

aS 

(QI 


a 


SEG 


“BUT ENOUGH IS ENOUGH! ENOUGH 
COURTSHIP! THOUGH WOLFIE HAD BEEN A 
PERFECT GENTLEMAN, I DECIDED TO 
LET HIM APPROACH ME. 


“TL WASN'T PREPARED FOR HIS REACTION ! 


DHS SS/FISSS]) 


“MY BROKEN aor! COULD NOT 


BE MENDED B 4 
HAMBURGER? 
eH 0; : 


sw 
ALMOST NOT MENDED! 


watchs 


Hn. 
@WHar A 
A FEMALE! 


FA 
f J «WOULD YOU... LIKE TO.,, 
[> SHARE SOME CATNIP? 
Y [Ig y 
ee, 


G 


‘WHAT COULD HAPPEN NEXT?” 


re En 


WHAT AKE YOH Ygy" ITS A COMIC CNAPA'S 


i? ie 
J TON... "CANADUCK?! 


OMT HWAL 


THIS 15 ABSURD -- T TOUGHT IT 
SS? HS (5 STUFIO! WAS APRETTY | SF lamas 
IT'S A f GOP COMIC BOCK, ie 
ABOMINATION 6 a1. MYSELF... 


a 
ee 


jFWWO) NFHS 
SGF102 WH FIL" 


NOT CANADIAN GWS | 
--YOU CAN'T tT IN SLIR VIVAL, AMERICAN | 
AN AMERICAN — WRITING 15 ABOUT FONE AI 
HERO INKED --CANADIAN 15 5uper- ~* F 
CLOTHES AND CUL ABOLIT SURVIVORS | WERO ISNOT. } 
HIM A CANADIAN ANP VICTIME 1 4 b SURVINOR OR 

HERO! le {i : es 


WRONG! I'SN \ oF COURSE Nor! AB i | 
MARGARET ATWOO? 


DOMAIN) )-9¥ 
NIMWAV / 


Tol Ih | 
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WHEREVER EVIL =) ae, 
ae Ret 


ZI NEVER 
THOUGHT OF 


7 “ANP MAKES 
CANAA SAFE FOK 


i 


Vi Kay WHAT IF 
CANAVUCK \NP6 LIN - 
SURE OF HIMSELF 2 
WHAT IF HE WORKIEV 
ABOUT HI6 COLLEGE 


IT NOTHING GOES 


IN'T LINVER- 
eran WAY te 


AUNT MAE 
| La MINVY 
JANE THINKS 


KICHT,,..2 SIOOP HER UP! 
MY_COSTUME’S 
RIPPEF.,, 
ee 
(Wee 
£ Q DW Wee 
HATE THIS, T FAR : 


INGER 


RIPICLILOLIS! THAT 
ISN'T A SURVIVOR -- 
THAT'S A COMPULSIVE 
WHINER! HE STILL 
HAS SUFER- 


POTENT: 
NER IE HE JUST 


oe 


A SURVIVOR MUST 
SURVIVE EVEN THO 


OF HIS DESTINY NOR 
CAPTAIN OF HIS 


STOPS WORRVING 


WHAT IF HE HAP 
ALL KINGS OF ORDINARY 
PROBLEME AND COULDN'T 
LNVERSTAN? WHY HIS 
UFE |S 50 COMPUCHEPZ 


A SURVIVOR: 
WHO CAN BEAT 
THE CHICKEN SOUP 
OLtT OF ATANK IS 
_ WOT A 


SURVIVOR 


HMMM . NO OKAV--LIMMM. LIVES INA 
SUPER- POWERS Me OKAY! HOW ABOUT =~SMULL APARTMENT. 
THEN, EH? A VERY ORVINAR --- RAISES GUPPIES SUST ANOTHER 
ACCOLINTANT= - IY J FACE INTHE 
NOBOO Me MAN CRrOWwC 


A a“ VW ouck SMASH! 
ANE Ae ip: GUCK DESTROY! 
= ie 


HE NEVER 
GETS AHEAP -- 
NEVER HS ANY 
SUCCESS .., 


BUT HE SURVIVES -- 
PREVAILS AGAINST 
OVERWHELMING 0775 — 
AGAINST AWORLV HE 
NEVER MAE... 


EVERY WAY--AN 
EVERYMAN THAT 
THE KEAVERS CAN 

SYMPATHIZE WITH 


vE6! YES! T CAN 

SEE 'T NOW--THE 
CANAPIAN SUPER- 
HERO!,., PICTURE 


Hon. 


4 


THE VICTIM oe COMICS GROUP. 


CANAVAN 
BARBARIAN! 


THAT,.. THAT 
WOULD BE A 
TRULY CANAVAN 
S5UPER- HERO! 


VOL TAF ATY- TAFT p 


ie 


| ° paul 
i 
D0 NDT oe 
DISTURB ‘\ & 


LL WONPEK 
WHAT HE’ 
7WiNG? 


FINALLY, TEN SH 
CORREA EEN BER GE 
MANY GYXEIE'S LATER. 


By L'VE VONE I, KEP! TIVE 
COME LP WITH “THE IGEAL 
CANAP/AN COMIC HERO?! * 
L'VE GOT THE FIRST STORY 
ZONES 
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YOUR HNCLE 
WHITEY 15 TH 

MEAL CANADIAN 
COMIC HERO 


TWO 1 THREE 
EVIL CEMONS 
MENACING 
THE WOKLE.. 


WHEN, SUENLY/ 
FROM OUT CE 
NOWHERE... 1 Bon 


NO DEMON 
CAN DEFEAT ((A- 
7A) A. WHITE BEAVER 
-- FIGURE OF 
MYSTERY! 


WE MUST 
SURRENVER NOW! 
OU PLAN CANNOT 

SUCCEED! 


enc, LEM. 
rte CD | 
p Wy \ 
AVERY! N f WG \\\ 
Wy \wAN 


FL, EVEN A, WHITE BEAVER 43 SOf WHAT 20 
TO RUN OL OF LEMONE S0ONER YOU THINKS 
OR LATER, ANP 30n. 


= PAGE TWELVE ENDS 
ITH ME RIVING OFF 
INTO THE SUNSET... 


THERE'S NOTHING ASIRING OF THERE HAS 10 

THERE TO MYSTIC MAYHEM BE SOMETHING! 

CRITCIZEL WITH AN B0OME CONFLICT 
OR TWIST ENDING 


OR MYSTERY, 


YOLI'VE GOT TO GIVE 
YOUR CHARACTERS 
LEFTH AND FEELING! 


IM AFRAIPT SUBT 
DON'T THINK (1/6 
RIGHT FOR B COMMC 


WHAT ARE 
YOU TRYING 
TO SAYZ 


EVEN WHEN LT 
ER DEFEAT THE LEMON 
GUARVS OF 
GURKNESS 
CASTLE. 12 


YOURE RIGHT: a 

IT ISN'T RIGHT TLL av, OR MAYBE MAYBE 

FOR D COMIC ITASA7TV ABROAPWAY A FEATURE 
FOCKKL PILOT AY LEM 


(CTH 
FILM OKs 


OR 


NOW APPROACHING OUR 
DESTINATION , ENSIGN. 


A STANDARD 
G-TYPE PLANET, 
SIR- SCANNERS 
REPORT HABITATION 
BY FUNNY 
ANIMAL LIFE! 


YES, A NORMAL WORLD TO 
OUTWARD APPEARANCES — 
YET COULD IT HOLD A CLUE 
TO THE SINISTER DEMISE 
OF HEALTHY CULTURES ? 

WHAT WAS IT THAT 
STUNTED THE GROWTH OF 
INTELLIGENT CIVILIZATION 
ON DENEB AND VEGA 12 ? 

AND WHY WAS IT THAT NO 
STARFLEET INVESTIGATOR 
HAD RETURNED WITH AN 
INTELLIGENT ANSWER ? 


Gf 
Cg 


TO TACKLE THIS MYSTERY, STARFLEET REQUIRED 
THE TALENTS OF THE MOST CLEVER, COURAGEOUS 
CADET IN THE FLEET! UNFORTUNATELY, ALL 
THEY HAD WAS — KERWIN KEYSTONE OF EARTH £ 
HALF AARDVARK , HALF PLATYPUS, WITH A KEEN 
MIND AND A LUST FOR ADVENTURE £ 


©1977 KEN MACKLIN 


SS) OKAY-READY FOR 
DEMATERIALIZATION [ 


ALRIGHT, KEYSTONE, YoulL. N* 
HAVE ABOUT EIGHT HOURS TO 

LOOK AROUND, THEN WELL BEAM 

YOU UP, WHEREVER YOU ARE . 


”” GRACEFULLY, EFFICIENTLY AND 
WITH A HUMMING OF OBEDIENT. 
EWERGY, KERWIN 1S TRANS! 


OF WAR-TORN PROCYON 4 £ 


PORTED 
DOWN ONTO THE SAVAGE LANDSCAPE } : 


eee 


THE DARING YOUNG CADET LIES 
UNCONSCIOUS UNTIL A WANDERING 
SENTINEL MAKES A DRAMATIC 
DISCOVERY... 


HIM IN TO THE 
COMMANDER. 


NAW... LETS KEEP GOOD LORD! 
THE ONE WE GOT f SAVAGES! 
YOR! YOR? WHAT HAVE I 
GOTTEN INTO? 
= 
<> 
79) 
\, 
NN 
} Ax 
? 


aE ou ; WO, ACTUALLY 
A Py APs my ATE WAS 
BUCK i : S A PLATYPUS. 
HH... MY HEAD. 


L. 


WAS HE A. 

PUCKBILLED 

U\ PLAT YPUS ? 
TI wv 
ACTUALLY, I pe 

RECALL, Z.. 

E = wl 
=| =e 7, 


SUDDENLY I 
REMEMBERED 
WHY I WANTED 
TO BE AN 
ACCOUNTANT 


DAMN ENEMYS WED HIT. 

By 7HEM WITH A REG/MENT 

BUT THE TROOPS ARE 

700 UNREGIMENTED / 
WHAT 1S 1T ? 


COULD YOU DIRECT 
ME_ TO THE NEAREST 
DEMILITARIZED ZONE ? 


WHAT ? WHY ? 
THERES NOTHING 
THERE WORTH 
FIGHTING ABOUT. 


DUCKS! MYTHICAL GRERTURES 
WHOSE VERY NATURE 
SHROUDED IN MYS TERY f 
EARTH ONCE HAD DUCKS, BUT] 
THAT WAS DECADES AGO — 
LONG BEFORE KERWIN WAS BORN, 


ae ere ey FOREST (S 
BUT IT IS 


THAT We 
(WEDBITED By, QGRES, TROLLS, 
ADVERTISING EXECUTIVES AND 
OTHER UNSAVORY CHARACTERS f 


PERHAPS WORST 
OF ALL...THERE MAY 
8E ONE OR TWo 

DUCKS f 


AND 50, KERWIN 
FEARLESSLY LEAVES THE 
SECURITY OF BOMBS AND 
BULLETS. FOR . 

THE UNKNOWNS @ 


Q 
OUT OF THE 
CHAOTIC RUINS OF 


INEPT WARFARE, 
KERWIN FOUND 
HIS WAY INTO A 
MYSTERIOUS FOREST... 
4 A FOREST WHERE 
Ba THERE LAY EVIDENCE 
OF CIVILIZATIONS 
1ONG FORGOTTEN 
J WHEN TIME WAS 


YOUNG / 


ACTUALLY , FORESTS OF 
THIS TYPE ARE SELDOM 
FOUND ON TYPE G 
PLANETS, BUT BY NOW 
YOU'RE BEGINNING TO 
DOUBT THE CREDIBILITY 
OF THIS STORY ANYWAY. 


INCIDENTALLY 
que TILE OF 
THis STORY 1S 


PERPETRATED BY 
Ken Mackin © 


COMING UPON A CLEARING, KERWIN 3 
CONFRONTS AN ASTONISHING APPARITION J © 


WHO ME ? MOST 
ASSUREDLY NOT - 
1M A SOCIOLOGIST. 
1M TO ASSUME 
THEN YOU'VE. 
NEVER SEEN 
'\_ A DUCK ? 


NOT SURPRISING ACTUALLY, ...ER 

3 THERE ..UH..ARE NO MORE DUCKS! 
I SHALL ELUCIDATE, BUT MEANWHILE 
I THINK IT WOULD BEHOOVE US 


TO MOVE FARTHER FROM THE 
WAR ZONE / 


YOU SEE, THE ONCE 
HOMOGENEOUS SOCIETY 
OF THIS PLANET HAS 

SUFFERED A CATACLYSMIC 
SOCIAL SEPARATIONS (0) 


NOT TOO MANY YEARS 


/T BEGAN SLOWLY AT 

FIRST WITH CRUDE 
MLUSTRATED FICTION 
BUT IN AN AMAZINGLY 
SHORT TIME, NO MEDIUM 
WAS IMMUNE! ALL ART 
MUSIC AND LITERATURE 
WAS ABSORBED IN A 
DUCKMANIA UNPRECEDENTED 
IN NORMAL CULTURAL. 
EVOLUTION If 


OF COURSE, THE INEVITABLE 
RESULT — THE NON-DUCK 
POPULACE DEGENERATED 

INTO THE WARLIKE RABBLE 
YOU ENCOUNTERED EARLIER . 


GEE, THATS AMAZING! 
ACCORDING TO THE OLD TEXTS 
EARTH WENT THROUGH A 
SIMILAR DUCK DILEMMA J 


IT WAS AWFUL £ 
EVERYWHERE ONE 


WAS SOLVED BEFORE ALL 


ORDER DISAPPEARED 
COMPLETELY f @ 


BACK IW THE 19905, ALL DUCKS THAT | THEY WERE LAST SEEN ROCKETING 
WERE _LEFT ON EARTH WERE PUT ONTO PAST PLUTO IN AV" FORMATION. 
ROCKET SHIPS AND SENT OUT INTO SPACE. = 


MF COURSE THE! . = I HAIL ORIGIONALLY 
4 iii eS, we ne FROM A STAR IN 
OUTBURSTS — LIKE THE ) BUT ACTING To , Caane TE CONSTELLATION 
GREA’ EAVER FANIC Der 
OF 70en WHERE DO YOU COME FROM ? I ER, ..I MEAN SWAN . 


INVESTIGATE THE | 
IN i 
RESEARCH - NOTHING EXCITING, 
SAR MU MG EXCITING! DEGENERATION Gr 
STRUCTURED, VIOLENT | 


IVE COME HERE, OF COURSE, 
70 ENDEAVOR IN STATISTICAL 


PEO SOCIETY INTO AN 

ow UN STRUCTURED 

My | WIOLeNT SOCIETY. 
im VA 
=e 


THEY SUSPECTED 
SOME SINISTER 
OUTSIDE 

INFLUENCE... 


ALAS, DRIVEN TO EXTINCTIONS 
INTIME, THE REMAINING 
BARBARIANS MAY REGAIN 
THEIR SENSE OF BALANCE f 


— BUT _THEY NEVER 
EXPECTED FOWL PLAY! 


UH YEAH... YOU 
CAN COME 
OUT NOW. 


PACK UP THE BOOKS 
scat ane ea en 
WE CAN 6 9. 700 BAD THE 
THE NEXT PLANET f FEDERATION 
TALKS ABOUT 


US_AS THOUGH 
WE WERE THE 
PLAGUES 


OR AT” CAN We HELP IT. 
IF WE'RE POPULAR ? 


S22 
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WHO 15 THI: ATHERED FOWL WHY (OES HE RLIN SCEAM- 
IN FLIGHT 2 WHAT TERROR 
HAUNTS HME 


THEOUGH CIBMAL DARK 
ALLEYS? 


WHAT MAKES 
YEARS YOL, YKE; 
Ap Bian His hue PUK Tie HOSEN 


Mi 
BEEN GETTING W, FH? 1, 


WELL, WE'VE Hie 
POT THIS 15 Vp 


YEAH... NO MORE 
Aaa AN A, FEATHERED. nara yay 


HSE A WEY MASCOT GNp Fee NOT TO 


FIRST H/M--THEN DONNIE, COPS) 
SCREWGE, CAFNEV CLICK -- 
NO ALL THE KEST. { 


PV SEEZ--OLCK 
KiLLLN' 15 SURE 
TIRTN' 1... I'MA 
&£aT/ 


WHAT'S THAT, 
FRANKZ NAW, T 


DON'T KNOW WHO | 


= 


WHAT ARE YOU 6LIYS 
AGO! 


SUST A BLNCH 
OF QUACKS , T 
THINK - 


Ge HUHZ 


NOW ABOUT 
THAT NEW 


TSW: 
WEIRDOS, Plus A 
RVICARIOUS TRIP 

REAT SOUTHWEST! 


pene Lt BE 

PRODUCTION Re HERE, 

ON LOCATION! IT'S AN 
OFF BEAT LITRE 
ADVENTURE CALLED~ 

UN To THE MOTH ERLODE) 

~ HOPE To SEE YOUTHEN / fi 
Foe 


es 


IMAGINE i] YOU WERE GOING TO START A COMICS COMPANY 


FROM SCRATCH.., WHAT WOULD YOU DOF 


FIRST, T'LL CUT THE 
WRITERS AND ARTISTS IN 
ON THE ACTION, AND GIVE 
THEM MORE CREATIVE 
FREEDOM, SO THEY'LL BE 
MOTIVATED TO CREATE 
THEIR BEST WORK.., 


TLL MAKE COMICS 
I'D ENJOY READING 


JEN, Tit DO COMICS 

FOR GRO! 

SyoRIES WIN INSIGHT 
AND INTELLIGENCE, 

ART WITH EXCITEMENT 
‘AND SENSITIVITY... 


TLL MAKE 
COMICS 


FUN 
AGAIN, 


SJ 
zr 


Wall, folks, 


STRR*RERCH 
/§ DOING ALL THIS Now! 
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